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With my father’s personal nightmare over, 

the staff at the VA continues to care for oth-
ers just as they cared for him. They deal 
daily with patients who have long forgotten 
how to say thank you. The staff never really 
knew my ‘‘real’’ father, a man who would 
have been so humbled and grateful for their 
help. We hope we said thank you enough on 
his behalf. We will never forget their kind-
ness. 

Department of Veterans Affairs, 
Office of Public Affairs Media Relations, 
News Release, April 20, 2001. 

VA SPONSORS NEW PROGRAM FOR END-OF-
LIFE CARE 

WASHINGTON.—Dying is never easy—not for 
an individual, not for a family, not for the 
medical staff who administer the care. But 
the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is 
taking new steps to ease the process for ev-
eryone. 

An initiative, called ‘‘VA Interprofessional 
Fellowship Program in Palliative Care,’’ will 
develop health-care professionals with vi-
sion, knowledge and compassion to lead end-
of-life care into the 21st century. Although 
aimed at improving care for veterans, the 
program will affect how this care—known as 
‘‘palliative care’’ in medical circles—is pro-
vided throughout the country. 

‘‘As VA serves an increasingly higher per-
centage of older and chronically ill veterans, 
the need for end-of-life care similarly in-
creases,’’ said Dr. Stephanie H. Pincus, VA 
chief officer for Academic Affiliations, a pro-
gram that educates more than 90,000 physi-
cians, medical students, and associated 
health professionals each year. ‘‘This inter-
disciplinary fellowship will jump-start pal-
liative care as an important field in health 
care. It will change the way physicians, so-
cial workers, nurses and other caregivers ap-
proach patients at an extremely difficult 
time in their lives.’’

Historically, VA has taken a leadership 
role in the promotion and development of 
hospice care and, more recently, in a na-
tional pain management initiative. In 1998, 
VA’s Office of Academic Affiliations ad-
dressed the need for clinicians trained in 
end-of-life care and was awarded a $985,000 
grant by the Robert Wood Johnson Founda-
tion to support further education. On March 
1, 2001, the palliative care fellowship pro-
gram was announced and will involve up to 
six sites, with four one-year fellowships pro-
vided at each site. 

‘‘The training changes the focus of health-
care providers who are treating the termi-
nally ill,’’ said Pincus. ‘‘In the past, doctors 
saw death as a failure, so they consequently 
focused on medical cures and preventing 
death at any cost. We are training medical 
care staff now to concentrate on symptom 
management rather than disease manage-
ment.’’

Pincus further explained that the new fel-
lowship program has a large educational 
component. Trained clinicians are expected 
to serve as leaders promoting development 
and research. Selected training sites will be 
required to develop and implement an ‘‘Edu-
cation Dissemination Project’’ to spread in-
formation beyond the training site through 
conferences, curricula for training programs, 
patient education materials and clinical 
demonstration projects. 

And, of course, as resident doctors go out 
into the community, they take their train-
ing with them. More than 130 VA facilities 
have affiliations with 107 medical schools 
and 1,200 other schools across the country. 
More than half the physicians practicing in 

the United States have received part of their 
professional education in the VA health care 
system. 

‘‘This is an important step for health-care 
providers. But what does this mean to the 
chronically ill veteran?’’ said Pincus. ‘‘It 
means that he will be more comfortable. It 
means he might not have to die in ICU but 
instead be able to remain in the secure sur-
roundings of his home. It means he will be 
treated by a caring, trained partnership of 
doctors, nurses, chaplains and social work-
ers. It means his family will be included in 
decision-making and care giving. 

‘‘There comes a time when all the modern 
medicine in the world can’t cure the illness. 
That’s when treating the pain, commu-
nicating with compassion and providing sup-
port and counseling become paramount. And 
that’s what these fellowships are all about,’’ 
said Pincus. 
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50TH ANNIVERSARY MEMORIAL 
SERVICE OF THE 442ND REGI-
MENTAL COMBAT TEAM 

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, on 
March 25, 2001, I returned to my home 
State of Hawaii to attend the 50th An-
niversary Memorial Service of the 
442nd Regimental Combat Team at the 
National Memorial Cemetery of the 
Pacific. The memorial address was pre-
sented by Mr. H. David Burge, Director 
of the Spark M. Matsunaga Veterans 
Affairs Medical & Regional Office Cen-
ter in Honolulu. 

I was moved and impressed by his re-
marks, and I wish to share them with 
the American people. I ask that Mr. 
Burge’s address be part of the RECORD. 

The remarks follow:
I am very honored to be the first speaker 

in the 21st century at the 442nd Veterans 
Club’s 58th Anniversary Memorial Service 
here at the National Memorial Cemetery of 
the Pacific. 

This morning is time to remember and pay 
special tribute to boyhood friends and class-
mates lost in battle, dear friends and loved 
ones no longer with us, and cherished mem-
bers of the 442nd who continue to serve as 
good family and community elders and lead-
ers. As we enter the new millennium, this is 
a time for members, families, and friends of 
the 442nd to reflect on the past, to celebrate 
the present, and to contemplate the future. 

Our men of the 442nd are testament to the 
joys, heartache, and major accomplishments 
of the 20th century both here in Hawaii and 
the Nation. To reflect on the past, let’s roll 
the clock back to the 1940s and see that pe-
riod through snapshots familiar to many of 
you. 

In 1940, the U.S. Government felt that war 
with Japan was imminent. As such, Japanese 
Americans were released and banned from 
employment at Pearl Harbor and other mili-
tary bases in Hawaii without explanation or 
justification. Despite these early warning 
signs, Japanese Americans in Hawaii did not 
feel an acute sense of crisis. While Japanese 
American bashing was increasing on the 
mainland, most people in Hawaii where all 
groups were minorities had no animosity to-
wards their Japanese neighbors. 

My mother’s 1941 McKinley High School 
Black and Gold Yearbook, published six 
months before the attack on Pearl Harbor, 
provides a glimpse into the daily activities, 
beliefs, and values of young Nisei in Hawaii 

prior to the outbreak of World War II. In this 
regard, let me share with you the introduc-
tion section of the yearbook: 

In 1941, we find our sports-minded typical 
McKinley boy standing five feet, six inches 
in height weighing 124 pounds with naturally 
straight hair and brown eyes. The typical 
McKinley girl is a petite lassie, five ft., one 
inch in height, weighing a dainty 97 pounds, 
has black hair and is brown-eyed. Both are 
Americans of Japanese ancestry. 

Their trim figures and fresh complexions 
are accounted for by their nine hours of sleep 
each night and their daily glass of milk. 
Typical boy usually buys his lunch outside 
the school. Not so typical girl. She knows 
the importance of a healthy meal and de-
pends on the school cafeteria for it. 

The typical boy looks forward to weekend 
social activities. He considers school dances 
tops and goes to as many of the class, stu-
dent body, and club dances as he possibly 
can, but give jitter-bugging and waltzing 
only slight nod. He usually goes stag to 
dances because of the small size of his pock-
etbook. His favorite recreations are football, 
listening to the radio, and going to movies 
with his friends.’’ 

In general, the description of the typical 
Nisei student at McKinley could have been a 
description of a typical student at any Amer-
ican high school at that time. This is not 
surprising since these high school students 
truly believed that they were Americans and 
acted accordingly. 

The Nisei students were heavily influenced 
by the McKinley faculty almost entirely 
from the mainland with a heavy concentra-
tion from the midwest. Their principal, Dr. 
Miles Carey, indicated that his primary ob-
jective was in his words, ‘‘helping our young 
people to develop those attitudes, disposi-
tions, and abilities which we call the demo-
cratic way of living together.’’ 

The results of a student survey included in 
the yearbook reflected how strongly these 
young students embraced these democratic 
beliefs. Moved by the growing crisis in Eu-
rope, the Nisei students believed that the 
honor of the United States should always be 
defended, even if it meant going to war. They 
believed that common people should have 
more say in the government. They also be-
lieved that all races were mentally equal. It 
was also noteworthy that the Nisei students 
firmly believed that the Hawaiian Islands 
would be more efficiently run when they at-
tained voting age. 

My final observation in reviewing the year-
book was the dedication page. It underscored 
the foundation for the Nisei student’s core 
values. It read, ‘‘Respectfully dedicated to 
our parents and the excellent home influence 
given us.’’

Six months after publication of that year-
book, on the morning of December 7, 1941, 
the lives of these young Nisei were forever 
changed as they became part of one of Amer-
ica’s most dramatic stories—a story of 
shameful treatment by our government, a 
story of heroic feats on the battlefield, a 
story of major accomplishments in business 
and government after the war, and finally a 
story of full vindication and pride for all 
Americans of Japanese ancestry. 

Just prior to the enemy attack on Hawaii, 
Washington emphasized the danger of sabo-
tage by the local Japanese population to 
local military commanders. Follow on ac-
tions to cluster aircraft in the middle of air-
field to guard against such local sabotage re-
sulted in easy targets for attacking enemy 
aircraft and needless destruction of most 
American aircraft on the ground at Hickam, 
Wheeler, Bellows and Ford Island. 
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After the attack, Hawaii Territorial Gov-

ernor Poindexter told President Roosevelt 
that what he feared most was sabotage by 
the large Japanese community. Subse-
quently, 1,000 innocent Japanese Ameri-
cans—Buddhist priests, language school 
teachers, civic and business leaders, fisher-
men, and judo instructors—were arrested 
and detained in tents on Sand Island. A num-
ber of these individuals and their families, 
without any proof and without any due proc-
ess, were subsequently transported to pris-
oner of war camps on the mainland. 

Secretary of Navy Frank Knox who visited 
Hawaii the week following the attack re-
ported to the President and Congress that 
the devastation at Pearl Harbor was the 
most effective fifth column work that had 
come out of any war in history. His sensa-
tional and totally unfounded assessment 
that Japanese Americans in Hawaii had 
aided the enemy attack hit the headlines in 
newspapers across America, and signifi-
cantly fueled anti-Japanese American senti-
ment. The follow on rumors of sabotage and 
espionage emanating from Hawaii, although 
untrue, were used by West Coast groups to 
demand and justify the wholesale intern-
ment of Japanese American families living 
in California, Oregon, and Washington into 
concentration camps in remote areas far 
from their homes. 

Immediately after the attack, at a time 
that Hawaii was still very vulnerable to an-
other raid and possible occupation by enemy 
forces, 317 Japanese American members of 
the Hawaii Territorial Guard were involun-
tarily discharged without any explanation. 
In addition, 2,000 Japanese American soldiers 
already on active duty were recalled to 
Schofield Army Barracks, stripped of their 
weapons, and separated from their non-Japa-
nese buddies and under orders from Wash-
ington, they were shipped to the interior of 
the mainland for security reasons. Finally, 
Japanese Americans were declared ineligible 
for military service and classified as enemy 
aliens. All of these unthinkable actions oc-
curred at a time that every able-bodied man 
was needed to defend Hawaii. 

The ultimate act of wartime hysteria in 
Hawaii occurred in February 1942 when 
President Roosevelt ordered the evacuation 
and internment of all Japanese Americans in 
Hawaii in concentration camps on the main-
land. Fortunately, the military was unable 
to carry out the President’s order since there 
were not enough ships to conduct such a 
massive evacuation and the evacuation of 
such a large number of workers would have 
crippled the islands. As such, the evacuation 
orders were delayed several times and finally 
abandoned in 1943. 

Could any of us today who did not experi-
ence this war time hysteria truly understand 
and appreciate the impact of these out-
rageous actions on Japanese American fami-
lies, especially young Nisei family members? 
Hawaii’s Nisei truly believed they were 
Americans. They were equally offended by 
the vicious attack on their homeland and 
equally ready to serve their country. As just 
teenagers the rejection and hostility vented 
towards them and their families by their 
own government were beyond comprehen-
sion. 

But perhaps unconsciously they responded 
in a very Japanese way by doing the only 
thing they could under such extreme cir-
cumstances that is stepping forward. Step-
ping forward with loyalty and courage in 
order to honor their families and to dem-
onstrate to their fellow countrymen that 
they were worthy Americans. While there 

was more than sufficient justification for 
turning inward and refusing to support the 
government that had treated them so bru-
tally and unfairly, Nisei young men de-
manded the right to fight. 

As we know today, the Nisei achieved their 
objective but at a very high price. The 100th 
Infantry Battalion led the way and after 
nine long months of bitter fighting from 
Salerno to Anzio was joined in Rome by the 
442nd Regimental Combat Team. Thereafter 
the two Japanese American units remained 
as one through the bloody fighting in north-
ern Italy and France to the end of the war.

Bill Mauldin, the Stars and Stripes car-
toonist who created the beloved infantry 
characters Willie and Joe, described the 
Nisei unit as follows: 

‘‘No combat unit in the army could exceed 
the Japanese Americans in loyalty, hard 
work, courage and sacrifice. Hardly a man of 
them hadn’t been decorated at least twice, 
and their casualty lists were appalling. When 
they were in the line, they worked harder 
than anybody else. As far as the army was 
concerned, the Nisei could do no wrong. We 
were proud to be wearing the same uniform.’’ 

This morning we gather to remember and 
honor the typical McKinley boy and other 
young Nisei who fell on the battlefields in 
Europe. They were good and brave Ameri-
cans. They brought honor to their families 
and great pride to all citizens of Hawaii. It is 
unfortunate that these young men did not 
live to see the full measure of their ultimate 
sacrifices. 

The insignia of the 442nd is the Statue of 
Liberty hand holding the torch of freedom. 
This symbol is most appropriate because it 
exemplifies the unit’s steadfast belief in not 
only freedom for all men but also through 
their actions and sacrifices on the battlefield 
final freedom for Japanese Americans in the 
form of real acceptance by their fellow coun-
trymen. 

When President Truman welcomed home 
the 100th and 442nd, he said to them, ‘‘You 
are on the way home. You fought not only 
the enemy, but you fought prejudice and you 
have won. Keep up that fight and we will 
continue to win, to make this great Republic 
stand for just what the Constitution says it 
stands for: the welfare of all the people all 
the time.’’ 

Perhaps President Truman did not fully re-
alize the extent to which the Nisei veterans 
would take to heart his challenge to keep up 
the fight to ensure the welfare of all the peo-
ple all of the time. Although the war abroad 
was won, Nisei veterans continued to forge 
ahead on the home front after the war to en-
sure that their sacrifices in battle were not 
made in vain. As many can attest today 
much hard work was needed at the end of the 
war to accomplish President Truman’s goal. 

The enormity of the task at hand was re-
flected in comments made at that time by 
the U.S. Speaker of the House, Sam Ray-
burn. In voicing his opposition to statehood 
for Hawaii he said, ‘‘If we give them State-
hood they’ll send a delegation of Japs here.’’

This inflammatory statement was made by 
the powerful Speaker from Texas whose 
Texas Lost Battalion was rescued two years 
earlier in Europe by Nisei soldiers at a cost 
800 Nisei casualties to rescue 200 Texans. Un-
fortunately, much work still remained to be 
accomplished at home, but the Nisei vet-
erans, as previously demonstrated in battle, 
were undaunted in their quest and pressed on 
with unrelenting effort. 

These veterans were firm in the conviction 
they expressed in that 1941 McKinley High 
School survey that the Nisei generation 

would, in fact, make positive improvements 
in Hawaii and our nation. More than a half-
century later, we know that our Nisei vet-
erans were more than up to the task and, as 
such, we have much to celebrate today. 

Today a Sansei from Kauai, Eric Shinseki, 
serves as Chief of Staff of the United States 
Army. This general of all generals often re-
lates stories of personal inspiration based on 
the experiences of his Nisei family members 
who served in World War II the same Nisei 
soldiers from Hawaii who were once des-
ignated enemy aliens and denied the oppor-
tunity to fight for their country. 

Today 22 Nisei World War II veterans are 
Congressional Medal of Honor recipients. I 
was honored to attend the ceremonies last 
year in Washington and to witness the 
awards made by President Clinton. At the 
White House ceremony, the President attrib-
uted the lack of proper and timely recogni-
tion for these individuals to three factors: 
war-time hysteria, racial discrimination, 
and a complete breakdown in national lead-
ership. The President went on the praise all 
Japanese Americans who served in World 
War II despite the error of our nation in 
questioning their loyalty and wrongfully in-
terning their families. 

Today we have the names of our new Nisei 
Medal of Honor recipients forever etched in 
stone in the Hall of Heroes at the Pentagon. 
In viewing the new inscriptions, I was moved 
to see these names added along side the 
names of other American heroes from every 
war in our nation’s history. I was also proud 
to see great sounding American names on 
the wall—Hajiro, Hayashi, Inouye, Kuroda, 
Muranaga, Nakae, Nakamura, Nishimoto, 
Okubo, Okutsu, Ono, Otani, Sakato, and 
Tanouye. 

Today, a Nisei is the first and only Asian 
American to serve as a Cabinet member. 
Norman Mineta, who served as Secretary of 
Commerce for President Clinton and con-
tinues to serve today as Secretary of Trans-
portation for President Bush, was a young-
ster in California when his family was sent 
to an American concentration camp. He viv-
idly recollects how the military police took 
away his favorite baseball bat because they 
viewed it as a weapon. 

Today, a brand new National Japanese 
American Memorial proudly stands on Cap-
itol Hill in Washington, DC. The Memorial, 
the first and only memorial dedicated to any 
ethnic group in our Nation’s capitol, is dedi-
cated to Japanese American immigrants who 
valiantly fought for and attained their full 
rights as citizens. 

When I attended the dedication ceremony 
for the new Memorial last fall, I was over-
whelmed by the great honor finally bestowed 
upon Japanese Americans by our great na-
tion. Think about it for a moment—America 
is a country of immigrants—many waves of 
immigrants. And today, there is only one 
memorial to honor any of these immigrants 
in the shadow of our nation’s Capitol—that 
is the Japanese American Memorial. 

And finally today, a brand new, state-of-
art veteran’s medical center, named after 
the late Senator Spark M. Matsunaga, now 
proudly serves all our veterans here in Ha-
waii. 

So today, I say to our Nisei veterans you 
have brought great pride to your families as 
well as pride in their heritage for future gen-
erations of Japanese Americans. More im-
portantly, you have ensured that your 
friends, who were lost in battle, did not die 
in vain. 

So at this juncture, where are our Nisei 
veterans headed next? Are they declaring 
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victory and passing the 442nd’s Statue of 
Liberty torch on to others? 

While such action would certainly be justi-
fied, it would not reflect the values ingrained 
into many Nisei by their progressive high 
school teachers who exposed them to the 
ideals of justice and equality and urged them 
to continually reach out to others. 

It is said that McKinley Principal Miles 
Carey got people to do what he wanted be-
cause he treated them humanely and consid-
erately. If there was any fault with Dr. 
Carey, and maybe it was not a fault, he was 
dreamer. But all of this was due to his ef-
forts to treat people right. And in this re-
gard, he did an outstanding job in getting his 
students to think like him. So it is not sur-
prising that the final chapters of American’s 
Nisei veterans are still being written. 

Here in Hawaii, our Nisei veterans are cur-
rently developing and endowing at the Uni-
versity of Hawaii a Nisei Veterans Forum on 
Universal Values for a Democratic Society. 
The purpose of this effort is to show current 
and future generations of high school stu-
dents the benefits of the values drawn from 
the various ethnic groups here in Hawaii—
values similar to those of Nisei veterans that 
were used to help them persevere through 
challenging times during their lives. In this 
manner, Nisei veterans are passing on to fu-
ture generations of students the same type 
of beliefs and values they were exposed to 
during their formative years. 

On the national front, Nisei and Sansei 
from Hawaii and the mainland are actively 
engaged in the important work of the new 
Japanese American National Museum in Los 
Angeles. The Museum is the first and only 
national museum dedicated to an ethnic 
group in America. Through both fixed and 
traveling exhibits, the Museum shares the 
darkest and brightest moments for Japanese 
Americans with others both at home and 
abroad. It is noteworthy that the City of Los 
Angeles currently lists the Museum as one of 
seven must see attractions in its brochures 
provide to tourists. 

The Museum has also received a large fed-
eral grant this year, through the sponsorship 
of Senator Inouye, that will use the experi-
ences of Japanese American veterans from 
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam as the 
foundation for a new Center for the Preser-
vation of Democracy. In this manner, the 
sacrifices of our Nisei veterans will be cap-
tured and used to construct a very real and 
moving American story. A story that needs 
to be told over and over again to current and 
future generations of Americans so that no 
group of Americans is ever subjected to what 
Japanese Americans experienced. 

Well, 60 years has now passed since that 
Black & Gold Yearbook of 1941. Today, the 
typical McKinley boy from that time is still 
five ft., six inches tall, but perhaps heavier 
than the then reported 124 pounds. By con-
trast, I know that the typical McKinley girl 
from that same period is still five ft., one 
inch tall, and still weighs 97 pounds. 

Regarding the results of that 1941 high 
school survey, I say to our Nisei veterans 
you successfully carried through on your 
convictions. You stepped forward to defend 
your country and after the war worked hard 
to make Hawaii and our nation better places 
to live. 

You are grayer and wiser than you were 60 
years ago. You still believe in honor, duty, 
and country and have a proven record to 
show these are not just words. You are still 
humble and as such will not bathe yourselves 
in glory although most of us realize you de-
serve such honor. And perhaps more impor-

tant, you truly care about your families and 
all families in America. For it is through 
your story that your children, grand-
children, and future generations will cherish 
and take great pride in their Japanese Amer-
ican heritage. And it is through this same 
story that other Americans will learn that 
the preservation of our democracy requires 
constant vigilance and courage to not allow 
hysteria of any kind to strip innocent Amer-
icans of their basic rights. 

That 1941 yearbook states, ‘‘Respectfully 
dedicated to our parents and the excellent 
home influence given us.’’ Today I say to our 
Nisei veterans who died in combat, to our 
Nisei veterans who returned home and are no 
longer with us, and to our Nisei veterans we 
are blessed to still have with us: We dedi-
cated this service to you and the excellent 
influence you have had on us. 

God bless our Nisei veterans and their fam-
ilies, God bless their beloved Hawaii, and 
God bless the great nation they served so 
well both in battle and in peace.
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THE CLEAN EFFICIENT AUTO-
MOBILES RESULTING FROM AD-
VANCED CAR TECHNOLOGIES 
ACT OF 2001
Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise 

today to address a bill I have just in-
troduced, S. 760, the ‘‘CLEAR Act,’’ 
which is short for the Clean Efficient 
Automobiles Resulting from Advanced 
Car Technologies Act. 

Let me begin my remarks by thank-
ing the original cosponsors of S. 760, 
Senators ROCKEFELLER, JEFFORDS, 
KERRY, CRAPO, LIEBERMAN, COLLINS, 
CHAFEE, and GORDON SMITH, all of 
whom have joined with me in drafting 
this legislation which will help our 
country achieve a greater reliance on 
alternative fuel technologies. 

Our proposal relies on a system of 
tax-based incentives to encourage de-
velopment of alternative fuel tech-
nologies and consumer acceptance of 
these products. Rather than rely on a 
system of federal mandates, we use tax 
credits to promote all of the advanced 
technologies being pursued by auto 
manufacturers in a dramatic effort to 
reduce emissions and improve effi-
ciency. These technologies include: 
fuel cell; hybrid electric; alternative 
fuel; and battery electric vehicles. 

It is significant that our bipartisan 
initiative is founded on a belief that 
government should not be in the busi-
ness of picking winners and losers in 
the free market. Rather, the CLEAR 
Act leaves it up to the consumer to 
choose among the lowest emitting ve-
hicles. 

By promoting the technologies and 
fuels that improve air quality, S. 760 
helps to solve two of our nation’s most 
difficult and expensive problems, air 
pollution and energy dependence. 
These are issues of critical concern in 
my home state of Utah. According to a 
study by Utah’s Division of Air Qual-
ity, on-road vehicles in Utah account 
for 22 percent of particulate matter. 
This particulate matter can be harmful 
to citizens who suffer from chronic res-

piratory or heart disease, influenza, or 
asthma. 

Automobiles also contribute signifi-
cantly to hydrocarbon and nitrogen 
oxide emissions in my state. These two 
pollutants react in sunlight to form 
ozone, which in turn reduces lung func-
tion in humans and hurts our resist-
ance to colds and asthma. In addition, 
vehicles account for as much as 87 per-
cent of carbon monoxide emissions. 
Carbon monoxide can be harmful to 
persons with heart, respiratory, or cir-
culatory ailments. 

While Utah has made important 
strides in improving air quality, it is a 
fact that each year more vehicular 
miles are driven in our State. It is 
clear that if we are to have cleaner air, 
we must encourage the use of alter-
native fuels and technologies to reduce 
vehicle emissions. 

Let me paint the picture on the na-
tional scale. In 1998, a year for which 
we have complete data, our nation had 
121 regions that failed to attain the En-
vironmental Protection Agency’s Na-
tional Ambient Air Quality Standards, 
NAAQS. This status directly threatens 
the quality of life of more than 100 mil-
lion, or about one-third, of our citizens 
who must bear the health and the eco-
nomic burden associated with non-at-
tainment. Non-attainment status can 
be costly, whether due to the loss of 
federal highway money, lost economic 
opportunities, or the expensive meas-
ures required to reach attainment. 

EPA has set new standards for both 
ozone and particulate matter, PM 2.5. 
By the EPA’s own estimates, the an-
nual cost of achieving the new ozone 
standard in 2010 was set at $9.6 billion. 
Additionally, the EPA put the annual 
cost of achieving the PM 2.5 standard 
at $37 billion, for a combined cost of $47 
billion annually. These staggering fig-
ures paint a graphic picture of why we 
need to invest more effort toward the 
promotion of alternative fuels. Every 
new alternative fuel or advanced tech-
nology car, truck, or bus on the road 
will displace a conventional vehicle’s 
lifetime of emissions and reliance on 
imported oil. 

This brings me to another important 
benefit of the CLEAR Act, increased 
energy independence. Whether during 
the energy crisis in the 1970s, during 
the Persian Gulf War, or during our 
current energy crisis, every American 
has felt the sting of our dependency on 
foreign oil. And I might add, Mr. Presi-
dent, that our dependency on foreign 
oil has steadily increased to the point 
where we now depend on foreign 
sources for more than 57 percent of our 
oil. Last month alone, it was over 60 
percent. When enacted, the CLEAR Act 
will play a key role in helping our na-
tion improve its energy security by in-
creasing the diversity of our fuel op-
tions and decreasing our need for gaso-
line. Our nation’s energy strategy will 
not be complete without an incentive 
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